Key Components of Programming for Students with Learning Disabilities 
Appendix 8:  Observation Guide:  Student Reading(
When observing a student’s reading, you may want to check for the following:

· Does he use any pre-reading activities; e.g., look at title, look at pictures, skim the page?

· Does he hesitate to begin?

· Does he appear comfortable reading?  Is he easily frustrated?

· Do his eye or head movements suggest a lot of backtracking when reading?

· Does he squint or keep book close to his face?

· Does he use his finger or pencil for tracking?

· Does the student have difficulty with basic reading skills: sight vocabulary?  Decoding skills?

· What types of words are recognized/not recognized?

· What aspects of decoding are difficult for the student?

· What does he do when he comes to a word he doesn’t know: Substitute another word?  Sound it out?  Skip it?

· Are miscues grammatically correct?  E.g., If he misreads a word, is it the proper tense?

· Does he leave out or change words?

· Is he reading for meaning?

· Does he replace the correct word with a different word that maintains meaning or one that looks similar but has a different meaning?

· Are words read in a monotone, without intonation (word calling)?

· Are words phrased appropriately?

· Does he self-correct without prompting?

( From The Learning Centre-Calgary and Alberta Vocational College-Calgary, Asking the Right Questions:  Assessment and Program Planning for Adults with Learning Difficulties (revised edition) (Calgary, AB:  The Learning Centre-Calgary and Alberta Vocational College-Calgary, 1995), p. 110








