SCUBA-Dive:  A Strategy for Decoding Unfamiliar Words

SCUBA-D is a strategy which teaches readers to use context clues, phonics, and dictionary skills to help them identify unfamiliar words.

	S


	- Sound it Out -
	Sounding it out means looking at the letters and saying the letter sounds, starting at the beginning of the word and moving to the end.

	C


	- Check the Clues in the Sentence - 
	Checking the clues in the sentence means thinking about the meaning of the other words in a sentence, and guessing a word that fits in place of the unknown word.  Your guess should start with the same letter as the unknown word.



	U


	- Use the Main Idea & Picture Clues - 
	Using the main idea and picture clues means asking yourself what the story, paragraph and reading is mostly about (by reading the title and first sentence and looking at any pictures on the page for clues).  Next, going back to the unknown word and trying to guess the best word that begins with the same letter.



	B


	- Break Words into Parts - 
	Breaking the word into parts means looking for the smaller pieces/parts, which helps you figure out the bigger word.  These smaller parts might be found in the beginning, middle or end of the word.



	A


	- Ask for Help - 
	If the first four steps don’t help you figure out the unknown word, you cans ask your teacher or neighbor for help.

	D


	- Dive into the Dictionary - 
	Diving into the dictionary means looking the word up, and using the letters in parentheses next to the word to figure out what the word sounds like.


* from Salembier, G.B. & Cheng, L.C. (1997) SCUBA-Dive Into Reading, Council for Exceptional Children\
